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What is phonics?

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce words by learning to

associate letters or letter groups with the sounds they represent.

~n A
s

‘Ce oy
Phase 5+ [ )
There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each sound is  (=[=[«[elt[a]nle]s]o|+)
represented by a grapheme (the written representation of a S TAFRRENREAE

sound). e
oa | ar (yoo| 00 | or | ow | o |ear|a

et g

R

OXFORD




Essential
» OXFORD ELS Letters and
UNIVERSITY PRESS Sounds

I developed by Knowledge Schools Trust

What is phonics?

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word.

For example, in the word 'cat’ there are three phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word 'shop'.
Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word
'night’.

Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more consonants.

For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake'.
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How do we teach phonics?

« Phonics throughout the day to review new sounds and graphemes
taught
« Lots of opportunities for oral blending: /c/ /oa/ /t/

« We teach the ‘code’ for reading, alongside teaching vocabulary.
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ELS Progression

Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 1: Phase 2

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6
/s] <s> I <i> /g/ <g> /k/ <ck> /s/ <ss> /h/ <h>
/al <a> /n/ <n> /ol <o0> /el <e> Assess and /bl <b>
It/ <t> /m/ <m> /el <c> <k> /u/ <u> review week /f] <f> <ff>
Ip/ <p> /d/ <d> Ir] <r> R:1 N <l> <ll>
I, the, no put, of, is to, go, into pull as, his

Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 2: Phase 3*
Week 6

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5
il <j> y/ <y> /sh/ <sh> /al/ <ai> —es (where Review week
NI <v> 2] <2> <22~ /th/ <th= lee/ <ee> there is no R:3
Iw/ <w=> /kw/ <qu> (voiced and figh/ <igh> change to the
/Ks/ <x> /ch/ <ch> unvoiced) /oa/ <oa> root word)

/ng/ <ng> Assess and

/nk/ <nk> review week

R:2
he, she, buses we, me, be push was, her my, you
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ELS Progression

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 1: Phase 3-4

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6
Review week /ar/ <ar> low/ <ow=> /ure/ <ure> Assess and Review week
R:4 /ur/ <ur> /oi/ <oi> ler/ <er> review week R:6
/ool <00> /oo/ <00> /ear/ <ear> /oal <ow=> R:5
(book) (food) /air/ <air>
Jor/ <or>
they, all, are ball, tall when, what
Reception/Primary 1 Spring 2: Phase 3-4
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6
Review week Review week Review week Review week Assess and Review week
WA R:7 R:8 R:9 R:10 review week R:12
== R:11
I;W‘ said, so, have | were, out, like | some, come, | little, one, do | children, love
LI there
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ELS Progression

Reception/Primary 1 Summer 1: Phase 4

developed chools

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6
Phase 4:1 Phase 4:2 Phase 4:3 Phase 4:4 Assess and Phase 4:5
CVCC CCVC CCVCC CCCVvC review week CCCvCC
—ed /ed/ —ed /t/ —ed /d/ R:13 —er —est

Reception/Primary 1 Summer 2: Phase 5 introduction

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6
/ai/ <ay> /oi/ <oy> Iwl <wh> /or/ <au> Assess and figh/ <i-e>
/ow/ <ou> fur/ <ir> /fl <ph> /ee/ <ey> review week /oal <o—e>
figh/ <ie> /(y)oo/ <ue> /(y)oo/ <ew> /al/ <a—e> R:14 /(y)oo/ <u—e=>
lee/ <ea> /or/ <aw> /oal <oe> /ee/ <e—e> /sl <c>

~le

oh, their people, Mr, your, ask, would, could, | house, mouse, want, very

Mrs should asked water
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Supporting your child with reading at home

« Only 1in 3 children are read a bedtime story night
v o Reading a bedtime story every night to your child improves their outcomes
o Reading until they are 3 improves outcomes in YR, reading until they are 5
improves outcomes in Y6 and reading until they are 8 improves outcomes
aged 16!

« Children who achieved the Early Learning goals for Literacy are 11 times more likely

to achieve the expected outcomes in Maths at the end of KS2. Reading underpins
P

everything.

- We want all our children to leave primary school able to read well and confidently ~%&

you can support us in this journey. ,

© Oxford University Press 2021
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Supporting your child with reading at home

Children are only reading from books that are entirely decodable

Your child should be able to read their book confidently

We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after the sound)

We want them to practise reading their book four times across the week
working on these skills:
-decoding
-fluency

-expression
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Pronouncing pure sounds

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the sounds and

supporting children in reading words.

cat not cuh a tuh

If we mispronounce these sounds, we will make reading harder for our

children.

Ml



https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/nBFnAcXHOUQ?playlist=nBFnAcXHOUQ&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&start=
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Supporting your child with writing at home

QQ = @ & s )

You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home to support them

with their writing.

Let's try this with the word: rain

We also practise saying our sentences before we write them to make sure we

write the sentence we have planned and to ensure it makes sense!

il
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Avoid adding the /uh/ sound to the end of

Phonics is the prime approach to teaching letter sounds and encourage your child to

The words your child will learn to read,
dohe same: Bg doing this you will produce both on flashcards and in books, will be
the pure sound and your child will find it written in lowercase. 0"19 teach your

much easier to merge the sounds to read child to use a capital for the beginning of

words. their name not entirely written in

your child to read. This means J(heg need to

learn to match the written letter with the
SOUND it makes so {heg can pu{ these

sounds {oge“\er J(O read words. YOU can'J( do

this bg saying the letter names. capi{al letters.

The abili’(g to read is fundamental to

Whenever possible let your child see you [earning and absolu{elg affects the

[ncourage earlg readers to sound out reading for a variety of different purposes. oo yceg children getin life. Teachers want

words into their separate sounds and blend Thi{s will Le.a“'.iki"f(l;_le"c: 90(11' child‘s‘ ﬂ{t{“de ML children in their care Lo succeed bul
these sounds together to read. They will P there also needs to be a PARTNERSHIP

predic’tor of later academic success. Trg to
need to SP‘Yt When two or “‘ree le{{ers aré  yead the book sent home from school as of ten between {eaching Phonics in school and the

working J(oge’(her {O make one sound {00. as possible too and PLEASE return it on time. suppor{ a child ge{s a{ home.



